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Level:  Beginning
Task 2:  Interpret an Online Message


	
Language & Literacy Objectives:

*3.  Identify common elements (e.g. greeting, signature, recipient) of an email message, blog post, social media comment, etc.


*4.  Use appropriate language to communicate effectively and behave appropriately on the Internet.


	
INTRODUCTION

	In this lesson, students will learn how to read and interpret online messages, such as email, blog postings and social media postings.  


	ASSESSMENT TASK

	Given an adapted (BL/BH) or authentic (IL-ADV) email, blog posting, social media posting, video clip or other online communication example, student responds orally or in writing to 5 level-appropriate questions about the content, format, style, tone and/or register of the message.  10 points possible (2 pts/each question).


	SUGGESTED CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES

	· DEMO:  Ask another teacher (or Karla) to engage in a simple, basic chat conversation you can share live with your students.

· DEMO: Show BH students how to use Meetup.com to arrange meetings for social activities outside of the classroom, to practice English





	HANDOUTS PROVIDED

	Handout 1:  Vocabulary – Online Messages
Handout 2:  Conversation Questions – Online Messages
Handout 3:  Introduction:  Parts of an Online Message
Handout 4:  Practice:  Interpret an Online Message (BL, BH, Answer Keys for each level)



	ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

	· PowerPoint presentations available for download in “Additional Resources” section of EL Civics folder (see desktop of classroom computer).


· Related Websites - see list in “Additional Resources” & live links in shared folder.



	COMPUTER LAB IDEAS

	· Create a free class blog at weebly.com.  Post a new question each week, and have students respond in the comments.  For lower level, can be identify an item/photo using a vocabulary word or phrase.


TASK 2 – Handout #1
VOCABULARY:  ONLINE MESSAGES
Adapted from Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English Online (www.ldoceonline.com)
comment:
sharing your opinion about something or someone
delete:
remove something that has been stored on a computer or the Internet
edit:
make changes to something you have already written
interacting:
talking or working with other people
lurking:
reading what other people are writing to each other online, but not writing any messages yourself
netiquette:
online manners; good behavior on the Internet

post:
share a message or document on the Internet so that others can see it and comment/reply
recipient:
person who receives a message


reply:
to answer someone by saying or writing something
sender:

person who sends a message

SHOUTING:

using ALL CAPS (capital letters) is the online equivalent of shouting, unless you’re using an acronym (e.g. FAQ or BRB).
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TASK 2 – Handout #2
CONVERSATION QUESTIONS – ONLINE MESSAGES
Adapted from http://iteslj.org/questions/internet.html (Conversations for the ESL Classroom, I-TESL-J)
· How do people talk with each other on the Internet?

· Do you chat with friends or family on the Internet?


· Do you talk online for work?  With your child’s teacher or school?

· Do you email your doctor?  


· Is it OK to share bad news online?
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TASK 2 – Handout #3
INTRODUCTION:  PARTS OF AN ONLINE MESSAGE
There are different ways to talk online, in English.  Email, social media, blogs and texting are all popular.
EXAMPLE:  TEXT MESSAGES
Below is a sample text conversation on a smartphone.
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TASK 2 – Handout #3
INTRODUCTION:  PARTS OF AN ONLINE MESSAGE (cont.)
EXAMPLE:  CHAT
Below is a sample chat conversation.
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TASK 2 –Handout #4
PRACTICE:  INTERPRET AN ONLINE MESSAGE (BEG LOW)
Directions:  Read this chat conversation.  Answer the questions below.

1. How many users are in this chat room? 


 _______________

2. What are their names?
_____________________________________

3. Who spoke first?  

_____________________________________


4. Who spoke last? 

_____________________________________


5. How many times did Jennifer post in this chat?  
________________ 
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TASK 2 –Handout #4
PRACTICE:  INTERPRET AN ONLINE MESSAGE – BEG HIGH
Directions:  Read this chat conversation.  Answer the questions below.

1. How many users are logged in?  ________



2. What are their names? __________________________________________________

3. What are they talking about?
______________________________________________

4. Which user’s chat window do we see in this picture? 
______________________

5. Who posted the most times during this chat?
____________________________ 
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TASK 2 –Handout #4 (KEY)
PRACTICE:  INTERPRET AN ONLINE MESSAGE (ANSWER KEY - BL)
Directions:  Read this chat conversation.  Answer the questions below.

1. How many users are in this chat room?  
4
2. What are their names?



Mike, Dennis, Rosa, Jennifer
3. Who spoke first?  



Mike


4. Who spoke last? 



Jennifer

5. How many times did Jennifer post?
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TASK 2 –Handout #4 (KEY)
PRACTICE:  INTERPRET AN ONLINE MESSAGE (ANSWER KEY - BH)
Directions:  Read this chat conversation.  Answer the questions below.

1. How many users are logged in?  
4


2. What are their names? 

Mike, Dennis, Rosa, Jennifer


3. What are they talking about?
camping; planning a camping trip 


4. Which user’s chat window do we see in this picture? 
Rosa


5. Who posted the most times during this chat?

Dennis – 3 posts [image: image1.wmf]
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